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rida, and Virginia as did so too in many other smaller conclaves of Filipinos who were actively 
recruited into America’s armed forces. These servicemen and their families invariably settled them 
selves near Naval, Army and Air Force bases dotted across the country.  
 

In the United States, Filipinos were becoming more accepted as America’s ‘little brown brothers’ 
much as it was an extension of America’s ‘Manifest Destiny Policy’ born out of  a sense of mission to 
redeem the Old World by high example and generated by the potentialities of “… a new earth for 
building a new heaven”.  
 

The phrase ‘Manifest Destiny’ itself meant many different things to many different people but never-
theless summarised a belief in an American mission to promote and defend democracy throughout the 
world, as expounded by Thomas Jefferson and his "Empire of Liberty", and by Abraham Lincoln, 
Woodrow Wilson, and Gen. Douglas MacArthur regarding the American rebuilding of Japan at the 
conclusion of World War II in the Pacific. 
 

THE BLOOD BOND STRENGTHENS 

 

It is remembered that the Japanese planned to occupy the Philippines as part of their grand plan for a 
"Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere" which required their expeditionary forces to occupy and 
seize the abundant natural resources found in most colonies of the British Empire in Asia and the 
Netherlands East Indies, all which fell quickly like dominos under the Japanese military juggernaut.  
 

In the case of the Philippines, however, the Japanese did not anticipate that invading the archipelago 
as they did would be another ‘walk in the park’. They failed to factor in that Filipino soldiers were 
already fully-integrated with their American counterparts stationed in the islands. For every such 
American soldier in service Filipino regulars outnumbered them 2-to-1 in the ranks, which also inc-
luded ranger scouts, snipers and attached irregular guerilla units experienced in jungle warfare and 
survival skills – the same skills taught again to another generation of American servicemen during the 
Vietnam War.  
 

The Japanese invasion of the Philippines started December 8, 1941 – just 10-hours after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, by landings of ground troops both north and south of Manila. Under pressure of su-
perior numbers, matériel and heavy armaments, the defending forces withdrew strategically to the 
heavily-forested Bataan Peninsula and to the island fortress of Corregidor at the entrance to Manila 
Bay to engage and resist the enemy for as long as it took. 
 

Together in arms, both Filipino and American soldiers fought the invading Japanese Imperial forces 
man for man during the acrimonious Battles of Bataan and Corregidor. This herculean sacrifice 
delayed the expansion plans of Japan to also invade Australia and New Zealand by months and pro-
vided just enough time to give the embattled allies of the United States and Great Britain in the Pacific 
to regroup, contain and eventually reverse the setbacks they suffered at the opening of that war.  
 

Reminiscent of the saga of the valiant 300 Spartans matched against the invading Persian hordes in 
ancient Greece, it is in these rear guard engagements which stretched over 5-months until April 1942 
that thousands of Japanese foot soldiers and their officers lost their lives. It perplexed and rattled both 
the momentum and morale of their command structure. These heavy losses effectively stymied Im-
perial Japan’s advance towards Australasia but more importantly negated their claim of invincibility 
erstwhile diluting their confidence and hubris that the Philippines would fall quickly with ease as had 
other parts of Southeast Asia. 
  

When the fierce battles in Bataan and Corregidor eventually ended as they did months rather than 
weeks later, the Japanese occupation of the Philippines was then swiftly opposed by active and des-
tructive underground guerrilla activities launched by fierce Filipino resistance fighters whose units 
spread across a big portion of the country during the occupation years. 
 

THEY TURNED THE WAR AROUND 
 

Just 5-years after WWII ended and with the Philippines already Asia’s first independent democratic 
republic, the Korean War suddenly broke loose when the communist regimes of North Korea (under 
Kim Il-sung) and China (under Mao Zedong) in tandem crossed over the 38th Parallel to invade, oust 
and take over the leadership and territory of South Korea – another democratic country established as 
the result of the political division of the Korea Peninsula by agreement of the victorious Allies at the 
conclusion of the Pacific War. 
 

In a U.N.-sponsored military intervention, the Philippines once again joined forces with America and 
19 other countries to preserve South Korea’s integrity. It did not go well at first. When the tide of 
battle seemed to go against the U.N. forces the outcome looked very dim up until the time when Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur – Commander of the U.N. Forces in Korea, learned the results of a crucial battle 
involving a regiment of 1,400 lightly-armed Filipinos who managed to decimate a much larger and 
fully-geared battle force of 40,000 Chinese troops intent on breaking though the front lines by exu-
berantly declaring to all that, “… give me 10,000 Filipinos and I shall conquer the whole world!” For 
MacArthur – America’s own version of Julius Caesar, the Filipinos had turned the war around. 
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